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MR GRCSS:. Gkay. At this point, may |
have approval of the m nutes of the
March 13, 2023, neeting?

Do | have a notion?

MR. ROVAN. Before you do that, M ckey,
have corrections.

MR. SAN FI LI PPG  Yeah, | have corrections
al so.

MR. GROSS: Go ahead, Dennis.

MR, SAN FI LI PPO. On page 13, line 16, the
notion for nom nations, ny yes vote was not
recorded.

And al so on page 18, line 17, ny notion to
adj ourn wasn't recorded as a yes.

Just making those corrections for the
m nut es.

MR, GRCSS: WMadam C erk, can you make
t hose corrections?

MR. ROVAN. M ckey, this is Paul Roman.
have one ot her correction.

MR GROSS:  Sure.

MR. ROVAN: Page 4, after the initial rol
call it says we have five nenbers. There were
actual ly six.

MR GROSS: That is correct.
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IVB.

five.

VR.

correction

&
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RIVERA: | said six. | didn't say

GRCSS: Al right. Can we nake that

if that's correct?

RIVERA: It's been corrected.

GRCSS: Al right.

ROVAN:  So I'll nove the m nutes.
GRCSS: Do | have a second?

SAN FILIPPO.  ['ll second that notion.
GROSS: Madam G erk, roll call.

RI VERA: M ckey G o0ss?

GRCSS:  Yes.

RI VERA: Dennis San Filippo?

SAN FI LI PPO  Yes.

RI VERA: Richard Censul | 0?

CENSULLO:  Yes.

Rl VERA: Paul Roman?

ROVAN:  Yes.

Rl VERA: Carol Chanberl ai n?
CHAMBERLAI N:  Yes.

Rl VERA: St ephani e Carey?

CAREY: Yes.

RI VERA: W have si X.

CGROSS: Wth that said, we're waiting

on the Conm ssioner, so I'll nove right ahead, and
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t hen when the conm ssioner gets there we'll |et
her junp in.

Approval of the byl aws.

First off, | hope everyone read the
byl aws. They're pretty sinplistic.

Does anyone have any issues or conments
about the byl aws?

MR. CENSULLO | do.

If I may, let nme just start by saying that
t he purpose of the bylaws is the organization of
the Council. It's an internal docunent and its
purpose is for us to be organi zed; set forth the
m nutes, set forth the election dates, et cetera.

But what the bylaws does not do, it's not
| egi sl ative, which neans it does not mandate on
any ot her departnent any requirenments or nothing
that would be in conflict wwth statutes or
regul ati ons.

Now, with that being said, the first part
of the bylaws is a little bit redundant. It
basically renarrates Title 26:1.1, et seq., when
it tal ks about the nmenbers and where the nenbers
shoul d conme from

That's al ready been covered by statute.

It's not necessary in the byl aws.
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The second problemthat exists is if you
| ook at Number 4, it tal ks about a quorum Four
menbers of the Council -- 4A -- 4.1A, Four nenbers
of the Council shall constitute a quorum

If that was in effect |ast year, we
woul dn't have been able to neet for over a year
because at one point we only had three nenbers of
t he Council.

The proper |anguage woul d be a quorum
woul d be constituted by a majority of the
attendi ng board nenbers.

There's a |l ot of other issues here. If we
go down to Nunber -- continuing on Section 4, if
we go down to Nunber 3, Special Meetings.

Wi |l e the Conm ssioner can request a

special neeting, | don't think the Comm ssioner
wants to hold a neeting of the Council. | think
that's still the chair or vice chair, et cetera.

| think that that needs to be changed a little
bit.

And there's also a requirenent that the
Comm ssi oner or sonebody from her departnment shal
-- (indiscernible) is the word -- attend the
neeti ngs of the council.

Again, | don't think that this Council can
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legislate. | don't think that we can require
anot her division to do anyt hi ng.

The purpose of the bylaws is basically an
i nternal docunent for the Council and for the
Counci |l only.

We cannot require the Conm ssioner or any
of her designees to attend neetings of ours. |If
she wants to, that's great. As she knows she's
al ways invited, but we cannot require it.

So in keeping with that and nunerous
others -- | don't want to go into all of the
i nconsi stences, but | would be willing to review
the docunent and to submt an updated draft if we
coul d go ahead and postpone the passage of this
because | think it's wong.

MR, CGRCSS: Do | have any other comrents
fromthe Council?

MR ROVAN: Yeah.

MR. SAN FI LI PPO  Excuse ne, Paul.

MR. ROVAN: Sure, Dennis. Go ahead.

MR. SAN FILIPPO Let ne just get this
out .

In the bylaws there's a question on Ronan
Nuneral |1, Page 4, Item4, where it gets into

each officer shall hold office for one year
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If you read that section there, there's a
| ot of questions there.

| nyself have been serving for 18 years.
And since we are advisory, | think the departnent
has to really | ook over that terns of office as to
when reappoi nt nents shoul d be nade, whether
they're held or not, and how I ong.

The bylaws call for holding office for one

year. | was appointed to a four-year termback in
2005.
MR GROSS: | think it was seven, Dennis.
MR. SAN FILIPPO | think sone of these
items have to -- | know m ne was seven.

When | was appoi nted by Governor Codey
back in 2005, it was a four-year term |t went
from March 21, 2005, to June 30, 2009. So |'ve
been serving, awaiting a renonm nee, for quite a
whi | e,

And | think the responsibility really
happens where advisory -- it has to be with the
departnents to nonitor our terns of office and see
who cones up for reappointnent.

So | think the bylaws -- Richie, when
you' re doi ng your update, maybe we can i ncl ude

sonet hi ng on that section.
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MR, CENSULLO Exactly, Dennis.

But | think what those -- Section 2 was
referring to was the office of chair and vice
chair. | don't think it was referring to the
actual appoi ntnment as nenbers of the Council.

That, | think, is set forth in
Title 26:1.1, and | think that that cannot be
changed by our bylaws. W can't change that.

That has to be done by |egislation.

So | think what we need to do is reexam ne
the bylaws and do only what's within our power to
do. Most of the things that are set forth in the
bylaws, in legal terns we would call it to be
ultra vires; beyond our power to do or to perform

So | think we need to retract a little
bit. Certainly it's wwthin our power and wthin
our jurisdiction to do as an organi zation as a
Council, as an advisory board, and not get into
what the legislator or the state or any other
departnment needs to do.

| think we've extended far beyond where we
should be, and I"'mw lling to work --

MR. SAN FILIPPG  Yes, but Item4 -- under
Roman Nuneral VII, Item 4 says, Each officer shal

hold office for one year and until his or her
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respective successor shall be duly elected. No
of ficer shall serve in the sane position for nore
than three years in succession.

| think that whol e section has to be
| ooked at.

MR. CENSULLO. Yeah, | believe that has to
do -- when it says "officer," | believe that's the
chair and vice chair. And that's what we were
tal ki ng about with you and M ckey, et cetera; that
it was okay for you to be the chair and vice chair
for a year.

And if there is no opportunity to continue
in that position, but -- and then you can step out
for a year and then soneone el se would serve as
chair, and then you could go back again as chair
after you stepped down. | believe that was what
the old bylaws had basically inferred.

But I don't think it has anything to do
wi th your appointnent because your original
appoi nt nent by the governor, as all of us, was for
seven years.

MR. SAN FILIPPO Well, | see that, but |
still think there should be clarification for
standi ng nenbers as to nonitoring when their

appointnments are filled whether they should have a
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r eappoi nt nent .

| think that should be done by the
depart nent.

MR. CENSULLO Right. It doesn't belong
in the bylaws. | think we can just strike that
out .

DR FISHER So just to rem nd you, on
page 1, 2.1, Each nenber of the Council shall be
appoi nted by the governor, by and with the advice
and the consent of the Senate, for a termof seven
years and until his or her successor is appointed
and qualified.

So that is actually right on the first
page, the -- that term and -- sorry to interrupt.
| just wanted to clarify that.

M ckey, you have several people with their
hands up.

MR. ROVAN. | had three changes that |
submtted a while back. Two of themwere put into
the draft that you have currently, the 6 Apri
draft.

The first one had to do with changing in
the section on appointing all subconmttees, and
that was fixed. So that's the first one.

The second one had to do with changing the
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order of a couple of things.

So those things were picked up.

The one that was not picked up is a
suggestion that be put in Section 6, create a new
-- hold on. Roman Nuneral VI. Let ne get ny
ducks in a row, please -- create a new Section 2
and renunber 2 and 3 to 3 and 4.

But the new Section 2 would read, Prior to
the January neeting, the Conm ssioner or designee
shall provide for each Council nenber a current
list of nmenbers, including their mail, phone,
emai |l contact information, date of appointnent,
position they're filling per the statute, and the
date of their termand when it expires so that
there's continuity for everybody as to who's who.
That woul d, again, be in Roman Nuneral VI, a new
Section 2.

DR. FI SHER: As you know, Paul, the reason
| didn't do that was | didn't feel it needed to be
in the byl aws.

MR, ROVAN. Ckay.

DR. FISHER. W certainly can ensure that
t hat happens, but it just didn't seemlike
sonething that really was required for the byl aws.

MR. ROVAN.  Ckay.
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DR FISHER: So these bylaws did go out to
everyone on the commttee. W asked for your
i nput, and certainly we're happy to hear it.

The byl aws were prepared with the input of
our | awer here at the Departnent of Health. So
whatever is in there was -- has al ready been
| ooked at by the legal team so just so you're
aware of that.

And now |'Il be quiet again so Stephanie
and Carol can ask their questions.

MR GRCSS: |Is there anyone who would Iike
to be heard?

M5. CAREY: Yes. So I'll make two
techni cal comments and then one m ssion conmment.

So first -- so, Rich, I would respectfully
di sagree about the quorum nenbers. W need to
make sure that we have at |east four nenbers on --
for quorum and we should never allow the quorum
to drop so far below its stated number of
menber shi p agai n.

So we wll have to be vigilant and rem nd
the departnent as full terns are expiring or as
vacanci es occur about the necessity of keeping
those Council slots filled.

And then -- let's see.
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And then secondly -- the second technical
thing is the termlimts for the chair and the
vice chair certainly nake sense so that we can
rotate through the expertise on the board and,
agai n, make sure that we constantly are up to ful
staffing on our board -- on our Council, | should
say -- and bring in those fresh insights.

Now, the purpose-driven portion of ny
comments are in the previous version of the byl aws
the duties of the Council were basically on the
first page of the docunent.

In this version it's buried toward the
back, although those duties remain the sane as far
as being advisers and contributors to be of
assi stance to the departnent.

| just want sone record that this Counci
is a wealth of expertise to help suppl enent and
reinforce the efforts of the departnent.

W are an asset to help the departnent in
its mssion, and we can be advocates for the
adopti on of evidence-based practice and best
practices in public health, to be a backstop and
an advocacy -- advocate in our advisory role for
adopti on of best properties.

So let's keep those purposes, those
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duties, on the front page so that we can remain
m ssion focused and give the best advice we can to
hel p t he departnent achieve its m ssion.

MR, CGROSS: Wuld anyone else |ike to be
hear d?

MR. CENSULLO Yes, Mckey, if | could,
just in response.

Two years ago -- as you know and as Denni s
knows, we don't appoint the nenbers to the
Council. That is done by nom nation of the
governor and with the consent and advice of the
Senat e.

So we don't have any control over the
menbers. And we have dropped due to resignations,
unfortunately due to passing of sone of our
menbers -- that we have dropped down to where we
only had three nenbers of the Council.

And | understand, Stephanie, where you're
comng from but under your idea the Council would
not even be able to neet because we woul dn't even
have four nenbers.

We only had three, and it was through no
fault of our own. W advocated for it. W' ve
been asking al nost at every neeting what is the

stat us.
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However, if we dropped this or increased
this to four, you would tie the hands of the
Council, and we woul dn't even be able to hold a
nmeeting until such tinme as the governor and
| egi sl ature was able to get together and appoi nt
addi ti onal nmenbers so we could get up to the four.

| don't think that we want to create a
crisis like that wwthin the State of New Jersey,
especially in public health when our advice and
opinion is relatively very inportant, especially
during a pandem c situation.

So | think the quorum aspect of it is
critical, it's vital, and it would have absol utely
cut off the Council conpletely fromgiving any
advice to the Comm ssioner or to the departnent if
we kept the quorum at greater than three.

Agai n, not to be redundant, but we only
had three nenbers through no fault of our own, and
we woul d not even have been able to neet if that
stayed in pl ace.

MR CGROSS: Rich, | agree with you
whol eheartedly.

Sonetines it's a nunbers gane of us trying
to get nenbers together, and our job is to advise

and to nove forward.
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And, you know, again, we went through sone
really tough tinmes, and I would not |ike to see us
get -- no disrespect to anyone -- into a | ogjam
here. Three's a good nunber, let's stick with
t hat .

But here's what |'m going to suggest:
We've got sone great ideas. Wiat | would like to
do -- hopefully we'll have a new chairman very
shortly -- is everybody send their emails to Jess
on what we'd |like to have done.

Hopeful Iy our new chairman -- and
certainly I will volunteer to sit with himif he
decides that's what he'd like -- and try to
straighten out this problemw th the byl aws and
then we nove forward, because we could be here for
t hree days goi ng over this.

And | certainly respect everyone, but what
| "' m suggesting to all board nenbers is let's shoot
Jess sonme enmils. Hopefully, our new chairman
will be receptive to the idea and we can sit down
and ki nd of make sense.

But | do absolutely agree with Ri ch when
it conmes to Nunber 3.

Thank you. That's ny comment.

MR. SAN FI LI PPG Let ne nake a
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reconmendat i on.

Rich Censull o has already offered to make
sone changes, the recomrended changes. He al so
hol ds a degree as an attorney and | trust that he
woul d make the right responses, rather than
everyone filtering in.

| f they wanted to send their coments to
Rich directly through email, | think -- | don't
think R ch would m nd.

Ri ch, you correct ne if |I'm w ong.

MR. CENSULLO. No, Dennis.

And no disrespect for the | egal beagles
that have put this together, but | was a little
surprised that attorneys had reviewed this and
okayed it because first-year |aw students know
that bylaws are basically just a docunment to help
organi ze a conmittee or to help organize a
division. It does not legislate it, and there are
certainly many things that bylaws are not supposed
to do.

Now, we're governed by Roberts Rul es of
Parliamentary Procedure, as well as WestlLaw and
Lexus. And all three of these groups have very
strong indicators of what bylaws for an

organi zation i s supposed to do and not do.
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So | woul d suggest that attorneys read
this and keep their recommendations in keeping
with the Lexus, WestlLaw and Roberts Rul es of
Par|iamentary Procedure.

Because this docunent goes beyond -- as |
mentioned the termof ultra vires, it goes beyond
what we have the power to do. W cannot
require --

MR GRCSS: Paul, it's going to be your
show very shortly. What do you think?

MR ROVAN. Onh, boy. Wth all due respect
to Rich -- hello?

MR, GRCSS: Yeah, go ahead.

MR. ROVAN. Can you all hear ne?

Ckay. Wth all due respect to Rich and to
Denni s, who have really -- and M ckey -- who have
weat hered this thing for all of these years and
not have the nuscle to make anythi ng happen
because the governors, past and present, chose not
to act.

So until sone of us were able to scream
| oud enough to get appointed, it was a ness.

And | respect all the angst that you
experienced; however, if we stop again and want to

rewite the entire docunent, we're going to be
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doing this for a long tine.

Rich, | understand that you're a J.D. |Is
that correct?

MR. CENSULLO.  Yes, | am

MR. ROVAN:. Yeah. So your comments are
well received fromthe | egal perspective.

However, with regard to the nunber four,
the quorumthing, in state |aw for nonprofit
corporations and for other bodies -- but not
governnent -- there is a provision that says four
or a mpjority. So that's where that nunber four
comes from | believe.

| don't want to speak for Joy Lindo, the
attorney or anyone else, but just that's where |
thi nk that nunber canme from

And the fact that we have six nenbers --
actually, seven -- appointed now to nove forward,
| don't really see that three or four is a
problem | just don't see that.

As to sone of the other coments Rich
made, | do think they bear review. There's
certainly -- you know, comments are wel conme from
any of us, and that's the way it shoul d be.

But, you know, they did send this thing

out on the 23rd of March and asked for coments,
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and | think I was the only one that sent anything
inin witing. And Rich's office did accept two,
and you heard a conment about the third one, which
is sonething that should be done by policy, if not
by byl aws, about keeping a roster, an accurate
roster.

But | just don't want to see this thing
dragged out and dragged out, although -- you know,
|"d kind of like to see us just approve this
pendi ng conti nued revi ew.

It's a living docunent. It's not
sonething that we have to stop and -- you know, in
the mddle of the street and say that's it, nobody
noves.

So I'd kind of like to go forward. It's
just -- but again with the provision that any
menber of the Council certainly is welcone to
submt comments in witing. That's ny feeling.

MR, CGROSS: Does anyone el se have any
comrents? What's everybody's pleasure? What
woul d everyone |like to do?

| kind of |ike Paul's idea: Let's nove
this forward, and then nake sone changes.

But then again, |I'mnot a | awer.

What' s everyone want to do?
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MR. CENSULLO Mckey, | really have a
probl em noving forward with a docunent that | know
IS not supported by | aw.

| nmean, | could go on and on and on. |
mean, even Nunber 5 where it tal ks about the Open
Public Meeting Act, and all of our neetings are
open and subject to Open Public Meetings.

There are going to be tines when we're
going to have to close a neeting and we're goi ng
to tal k about a personnel issue, or there are
i ssues that nmay conme before the Council that may
not be subject to Open Meeting, the | aw doesn't
allowit to be. That needs to be provided for.

| think making this a very sinple
docunent, | think postponing this for one nonth
and giving Jess our recomrendations and |etting
her present a draft docunent, | think is w se.

Again, there are certain things in here --
| don't want to be redundant. The mandate for the
Comm ssioner to attend neetings, for exanple. |
mean, | could go on and on and on with exanpl es of
things that we have no busi ness doi ng.

| think it's an enbarrassnent to vote on
sonething like this, and | think it's conpletely

Wr ong.
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Like | said, the Comm ssioner is certainly
wel come to conme to any neeting she wishes to. She
can certainly ask the chairman to call speci al
nmeetings, but we have no business mandating it.

We are not the New Jersey legislature, we're not
the Senate or the Assenbly. And | think it's
conpl etely wong.

And | think we should breathe a little
bit. W' ve been without a docunent like this for
along time. | think this gives us an
opportunity.

Wiile | understand the old bylaws are
still in effect -- so we're not w thout bylaws --
this is an opportunity for us to cleanse the
docunent, to get all the winkles out, and to
consider it at our next neeting. | don't think
anything is going to change by then.

DR. FI SHER: Actually, the bylaws are not
in effect because they were never signed. So
there actually are no bylaws at the nonent.

So this was a revision of what was the
formal draft; but unfortunately, no signed copy of
this is in existence. So w thout the signature
there, they actually don't exist.

But you're right that we continue to
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operate on the basis of the unsigned byl aws.

So just a little clarification there.

MR. SAN FILIPPG Listen, | concur with
what Richie says, and | think we should put this
off until we have a better docunent.

MR. GROSS: Wiat does everyone el se think?

St ephani e, what do you think?

M5. CAREY: | think that not making the
perfect the eneny of the good, if we adopted this
version as our 2023 bylaws and then nane a |iaison
to |l egal or the departnment on who woul d be doing
-- who would be doing the rewite for our 2024
bylaws -- if we have no | egal bylaws at this tineg,
again, this docunent is an inprovenent, but we can
then work on the next iteration for 2024.

MR GROSS: |'mgoing to say right now
let's -- it's certainly not a perfect docunent,
but we're operating with no docunent.

|"mgoing to put it on the floor as a
notion that we pass the bylaws with a conti ngent
that we have to sit down and redo these byl aws.

But we need sonething, we need sonething
to start with.

So with that said, |"mputting a notion on

the floor for these byl aws.
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MR. ROVAN: Just state your notion,
M ckey, just so we all understand.

MR. GROSS: | meke a notion that we
approve the bylaws as they're witten in the
agenda, wth the condition that we will have a
menber of the Public Health Council that will sit
and make revisions and recommendations to the

board down the road.

Do | have a second?

MR. ROVAN: Yeah, |I'll second it.

M5. CHAMBERLAI N:  Carol Chanberl ai n.

MR GRCSS: Gkay. Madam derk, roll call.

M5. RIVERA: M ckey G oss?

MR, CGROSS:  Yes.

M5. RIVERA: Dennis San Filippo?

MR. SAN FILIPPO |I'mreluctant, but Il
say yes.

M5. RIVERA: Richard Censull 0?

MR CENSULLO No.

M5. RIVERA: Paul Roman?

MR. ROVAN:  Yes.

M5. RIVERA: Carol Chanberl ain?

MS. CHAMBERLAI N Yes.

M5. RIVERA: Stephanie Carey?

M5. CAREY: Yes.
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MR GROSS: kay. The next order of
business is -- I'mdriving, so bear with ne, guys.

| think the next thing is to pick the new
chai rman, correct?

DR FISHER  Yes.

MR, CGROSS:. Does sonebody want to make a
not i on?

MR. SAN FILIPPO | nove that Paul Roman
nove into the chair position.

MR CGROSS: |'ll second that.

Rol | call.

| s there any other nom nations fromthe
fl oor for chairmn?

' m sorry.

| s there any other nom nations?

MR. SAN FILIPPO Do you need a nom nation

for vice chair at this point?

MR. GROSS: Well, let's do the chairman
first.

Wth that said, can we have a vote on the
chai r man?

M5. RIVERA: M ckey G oss?
GROSS:  Yes. Paul Roman, yes.
RI VERA: Dennis San Filippo?

25 D

SAN FI LI PPO.  Yes.
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RI VERA: Richard Censul | 0?
CENSULLO  Yes.

Rl VERA: Paul Roman?

ROVAN:  Yes.

Rl VERA: Carol Chanberl ai n?
CHAMBERLAI N Yes.

Rl VERA: St ephani e Carey?
CAREY: Yes.

GRCSS: Wl l, there you go.

29 55D 3D DD

Paul , congratul ati ons.

MR. ROVAN:. Thank you very much, M ckey.

MR. SAN FI LI PPO.  Congratul ati ons.

(Multiple speakers.)

MR ROVAN. | appreciate all that you and
Dennis and Rich have done over the years.

MR, CGROSS: Ckay. It's your show, go
ahead.

MR ROVAN. Well, I'Il open the
nom nati ons for vice chairmn.

Am | allowed to nmake a notion as chairman
or not?

MR. GROSS: Wy not?

MR. ROVAN: Ckay. So | would lIike to nove
that Dennis San Filippo be -- 1'd like to nom nate

himfor vice chair.
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MR. CENSULLOG. [|'Ill second that.
MR. ROVAN:  Any ot her nom nations?
Hearing none, roll call vote.

M5. RIVERA: M ckey G o0ss?

CROSS:  Yes.

RI VERA: Dennis San Filippo?

20 3

SAN FI LI PPOC. They keep pulling ne
back in. Yes.

RI VERA: Richard Censul | 0?
CENSULLO.  Yes.

Rl VERA: Paul Roman?

ROVAN:  Yes.

RI VERA:  Carol Chanberl ai n?
CHAMBERLAI N:  Yes.

Rl VERA: St ephani e Carey?

CAREY: Yes.

29 5D DD DD

ROVAN:  Congratul ati ons, Dennis.

3

SAN FI LI PPO.  Thanks, Paul. |'m happy
to help until I'mrepl aced.

MR. ROVAN. Okay. Well, Council nenbers,
fell ow Council nenbers, |I'mnot going to nake a
speech, ny God. | do thank you for your vote of
confi dence.

And |'ve been sitting in on these neetings

as a nenber of the public, actually, for a couple
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of years now and hoped that there was sone chance
that the governor would finally open the door, and
"' m gl ad he did.

| think we've got a great team buil ding
here, and the people that have conme on -- besides
me, forget nme -- but the people that have cone on
recently are really, really world-class public
heal th people, and I'm proud to be a nenber of
this group. And | will do ny darndest to try to
get it back up to its fornmer self, and in the
nmeantinme to get sone things covered.

Rich, | hope the offer still holds that
you w Il take comments and try to put sonething
together for us as a living docunent.

MR, CENSULLO  Absolutely, Paul. \Whatever
we can do and be supportive, absolutely, count on
it.

MR. ROVAN: Thank you very nuch.

And Dennis was the vice, is the vice, and
| appreciate your effort to -- or your offer to
stay on board.

So | don't want to sound like I'm funbling
around here, but, you know, when you start
sonet hi ng you' ve got to nmake sure you don't

enbarrass yourself.
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| do have a couple of quick coments
before we get -- is the Conm ssioner on board yet?

DR. FI SHER: The Conm ssioner is not, but,
Paul, I'll have a short report.

MR. ROVAN: Okay. Before you do that, |
just have a couple of comments that you can
respond to in a future neeting.

In regard to the big grant, the LPIC (ph)
or whatever the acronymis, but the big, big, big
grant that's going out for a second tine around,
it's been suggested that maternal and child
health -- which is so inportant right now and
happens to be the governor's |ady's key issue --
that maternal and child health as paraneter --
mandat ed paranmeter be put into the listing of
things that fol ks can go do on that second
go-around for the big grants. That's a
suggestion. Ckay?

The second thing | wanted to nention is
that this Council is responsible -- thanks to
Dennis and Rich, | guess -- for getting the
Comm ssioner to do sonme research and find -- in
conjunction with the Departnent of Education, |
think, and the Departnent of Human Services -- the

noney to get HEPA filters distributed to school
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systens that don't have the noney or don't have
t he resources or whatever.

It came out in a notice fromthe
Comm ssioner, | guess, and also | think the
governor's office put sonething out about the
action taken and the noney that's going to be
t here.

So to especially the three, so to speak,
charter menbers of this group, |I want to thank you
for bringing that up, and thanks to the
Comm ssioner for acting on this.

So this is actually sonething that the
Council did. W didit in an advisory capacity,
but the Comm ssioner was w se enough to take the
advice and act on it.

So thanks go to everybody that brought it
up and acted on it. | just wanted to nention
t hat .

Having said that, | think we're about to
hear fromthe acting deputy, Dr. Fisher.

You' re on.

DR. FI SHER: Thanks, Paul .

This is Meg Fisher. First of all, I want
to welcone Dr. Webb to the neeting. She did note

that she woul d be del ayed because she had an
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energency in the operating room

So we're really delighted to have you join
this group and | ook forward to your input.

DR. WEBB: Thank you.

DR. FISHER: Let ne tell you what's
happeni ng here in New Jersey.

| have pretty good news on the contagious
di sease fronts. W continue to have | ow anounts
of influenza throughout the state. R ght nowit's
mai nly influenza B.

And while we've had a slight uptick in the
nunbers of people with influenza B, the entire
state remains in | ow nunbers as far as the
preval ence of disease.

| al so have very good news on COVI D 19.

We are seeing decreasing nunbers throughout the
state. Alnost all of the state is -- for
community transm ssion is actually green now,
meani ng that we're -- the usual things.

We can be pretty happy to see this | ow
nunber of cases.

For health care purposes, the state is
actually in yellow -- nost of the state -- with an
occasi onal orange.

So that neans that we can al so decrease
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sone of the things that are being done in
hospitals as far as mask wearing and di stanci ng
and the nunber of people in roons.

So you wll see that there will be sone
decrease in the amount of preventive neasures that
are taking place.

But of course | would remnd all of us
that the disease is not over. W still have lots
of COVID 19 throughout the state. People are
still susceptible to it, and we are seeing --
still seeing death.

As al ways t hrough the pandenm c, nost of
the deaths are in ol der people. So for those of
us who are ol der, such as nyself, | wll continue
to be wearing a nmask in situations where |I'm
i ndoors, in situations where | could be exposed.

So this is really nore the preventive
measures. You really should think of yourself;
what are your risks, where are you goi ng and how
can you best protect yourself going forward.

The other big news at the Departnent of
Health is that we are getting ready for our
reaccreditation.

And as Paul Roman knows for sure, it's a

bi g deal for accreditation and reaccreditation.
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And we are now doing this at the system|evel,
right here at the departnent level. So lots of
work is going through for that.

In the future we will definitely have sone
rules to bring to the Council. W haven't had any
in a while, but there are lots of rules that are
in the process of being nade. So we will get that
i nformation to you.

We'l | al so be updating you on what's
happening with our CDC grants.

And, Paul, I'll check on the other grants
that you were tal king about for |ocal public
health. | believe they would have the opportunity
to use those funds for maternal and child health,
but 1'll make sure that that's the case.

| don't know if Shereen Senple is on the

call or not. | don't see her -- | don't see her
nane. | believe she's on vacation. So she's not
here, but we'll -- I'Il follow up on that.

Thank you for that suggesti on.

MR. ROVAN:. Thank you.

DR FISHER. And | think that's really al
| have to report.

|"'msorry that the Comm ssioner could not

be with us. She is actually tied up at a
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different neeting and was, therefore, unable to
j oi n us.

But thank you for the opportunity to give
you my update. That's all |'ve got.

MR. ROVAN: Thank you, Dr. Fisher.

| guess at this point I'd |like to open the
neeting to the public. | need a notion to do
that. | don't think --

MR. SAN FILIPPG Before you do that.

MR. ROVAN:  Yes.

MR. SAN FILIPPO | would like to see sone
kind of notification -- or | wonder if any
notifications were sent to |local health
departnents to make them aware that noney was
avai |l abl e to upgrade their school ventilation
syst ens.

MR. ROVAN: Yes. NJACCHO sent out a

notice to everybody. |[|'ve got it in front of ne,
as a matter of fact. It canme out on the 30th of
March. It was a nessage fromJame Weller who is

with, | guess, the Departnent of Health.

And it was sent out to all of the health
officers, and it tal ks about the prevention and
control of infectious diseases and then sonethi ng

fromthe Departnent of Education. There's a bunch
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of links on this thing.

Again, it was a notice that Linda Brown
from NJACCHO sent out on March 30th at 9:04 in the
norning, if anybody wants to go back and | ook for
the thing. So that refers to the HEPA purifiers
and filters and how to go about it.

Jame Weller is the deputy director,
Ofice of Local Public Health. She works for
Sher een.

MR. SAN FI LI PPO  Thanks, Paul. That's

great .

MR. ROVAN:  Yeah.

MR, CENSULLO  Just one thing on behal f of
all the Council, is | wuld Iike to take this

opportunity to thank M ckey for his long term of
service. | know M ckey is going to be staying
with us on the Council, thank goodness. His
expertise and advice is always appreci at ed.

He's done an excellent job, and I know
that you will followin his footsteps as well.

So we're in good hands, but, M ckey, |
want to thank you on behalf of the Council for
your time and your effort and | eadi ng us through
very difficult tinmes, including a pandenic.

Thank you, M ckey, and enjoy your tine
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off. Nowit's up to Paul.

MR. GROSS: Thank you for your kind words.

Paul , the one thing that you're going to
| earn, as | did, nunmber one, you have great
menbers of the Public Health Council, but you're
al so going to | earn what great nenbers you have in
the State Departnent of Health.

| said it before and I'll say it again:
Menbers of the State Departnent of Health are
heroes. And | repeat, use the word heroes.

What they did during COVID was heroic.
They saved countl ess, countless |lives by making
serious deci sions.

And this is the last tine you're going to
hear nme talk on it, but | could tell you right now
our Conm ssi oner, our Deputy Conm ssioners,
Shereen and everyone that's there, they're heroes,
and no one should ever forget the great efforts of
t hem

Thank you, and I'I|l keep ny big nouth
shut. Thank you.

MR ROVAN: 1'd like to make a notion to
i ssue a vote of thanks to M ckey on behalf of the
Counci | .

Wul d sonebody second that?
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MR SAN FILIPPO. | would be glad to make
t hat noti on.
MR. ROVAN. Okay. Could we get a roll

call?

&

RI VERA: M ckey G oss?

3

GRCSS: |'I]l abstain since it's about

RI VERA: Dennis San Filippo?
SAN FI LI PPO  Yes.

RI VERA: Rich Censul | 0?
CENSULLO.  Yes.

Rl VERA: Paul Roman?

ROVAN:  Yes.

Rl VERA: Carol Chanberl ai n?
CHAMBERLAI N:  Yes.

Rl VERA: St ephani e Carey?
CAREY: Yes.

RI VERA: Suffiyah Webb?
VEBB: Yes.

235 P DD DD DD

ROVAN: Ckay. |'mnot a conmputer
whi z, but | see a hand up, CM Is that Chris?
Chris, just wait, because |'ve got one
nore thing to do before we go to the public.
MR, MERKEL: Sure.
MR ROVAN: | just want to ask if other
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Counci

nmenbers have any other comments before we

open it up to the public.

public.

chri s.

Hearing none, a notion to open to the

235500 DD20 DI DD

So,
MR.

SAN FI LI PPO  So nove.
ROVAN: Ckay. Roll call.

RI VERA: M ckey G 0ss?
CROSS:  Yes.

RI VERA: Dennis San Filippo?
SAN FI LI PPO  Yes.

RI VERA: Richard Censul | 0?
CENSULLO.  Yes.

Rl VERA: Paul Roman?

ROVAN:  Yes.

Rl VERA: Carol Chanberl ai n?
CHAMBERLAI N:  Yes.

Rl VERA: St ephani e Carey?

CAREY: Yes.

RI VERA: Suffiyah Webb?

VWEBB: Yes.

ROVAN: Okay. | see one hand up, it's

Chris, the floor is yours.

MERKEL: Thanks, Paul.

Good norning, everybody. Chris Merkel.
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' mthe president of New Jersey Associ ation of
County and City Health Oficials.

| know nost of the people on the call
Just a few comments.

First of all, | wanted to congratul ate
Paul on being the chair.

Congratul ati ons, Paul .

And thank M ckey for his years of service.
| know he's still going to be on the Council, but
| wanted to thank M ckey for stepping in. A very
difficult situation to be in as president.

| know we' ve had many conversati ons,

M ckey, so thank you so nuch.

| wanted to next just briefly talk about
two bills currently waiting a hearing in the
Senate and Assenbly Health Conm ttees.

Most of you are aware of them by now --
that's all | talk about anynore -- S2413 and
A4115, which appropriates $10 million in the
Public Health Priority Fund, PHPF, which we know
went away in 2010. | know Paul's a big proponent
of it. And | just wanted to talk about the bills
and really ask for the Council support for these
two bills.

As you know, we have a | ot of grants.
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Deputy Comm ssioner Fisher talked about sone of
the grants.

But as |'ve stated, and | continue to
state, while these grants are appreciated fromthe
State Departnent of Health, they do not provide
fl exi bl e sustained funding, and a | ot of them have
expiration dates and they will go away.

So we were in this pattern of crisis
funding. Crisis funding is great, but it will not
sustain the public health workforce noving forward
inthis state and not prepare us for the next
public health enmergency. So | wanted to throw
that out there.

| also wanted to comment on M ckey's
comrent related to the State Departnent of Health
bei ng heroes. Yes, | agree a hundred percent. W
appreciate our State counterpart's support through
this pandem c

But I would be remiss if | did not also
say that the local health departnents, the people
on the ground, the boots on the ground who have
been busting their rears the last three years to
protect as many residents here in this great
state, they are also public health chanpions and

public health heroes.
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We just went through Public Health Wek,
so, you know, | would be remss if |I -- if that
was not nentioned. So Public Health Wek is a
time to recognize all the public health heroes
here in the state.

And | know a | ot of ny counterparts are on
this call, a lot of |local departnent health
officers. So | would |ike the Council to
recogni ze the |l ocal health departnent heroes here
in the State as wel|.

So |l wll stop there.

Thanks, Paul .

MR. ROVAN. Thank you, Chris.

And | al so want to recognize Chris's op-ed
that he did for the -- he put an op-ed in the
New Jersey Spotlight a couple of days ago, and it
was well-witten and wel |l -thought out and it was a
real hamrer that we need for this canpaign to get
these two bills passed.

So | just wanted to say that. | hope |
wasn't out of |ine as chairman of the Public
Heal t h Counci | .

MR, MERKEL: Thanks, Paul.

Just real quick on that note.

Thank you for recognizing the op-ed. |
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think it was very inportant and very tinely.

A few of our nenbers also -- really wote
it and revised it. [|I'mnot going to take total
credit for it. Two of our long-tine health
officers in the state | wanted to give credit to,
Megan Aval on and Peter Tal bot.

So t hanks, Paul.

MR. ROVAN:. Thank you.

Any ot her public coments? | don't see
any hands. |'mnot a big conputer expert, but I
don't see any little hands up anywhere, so |'|
nove on.

| have two other things.

Nunmber one, to Dr. Fisher froma
di scussion earlier this afternoon or this norning,
whatever it is -- this norning -- would you pl ease
see if sonmeone can put together a roster of the
current nmenbers of the Public Health Council wth
their contact information, with their dates of
appoi nt nent and the dates of the termexpirations
and such, so we all know who the players are.
This is sonething we haven't had in a |long, |ong
tine.

Before | got appointed, | had asked -- |

guess it was Jess when she first came to work in
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her new job working as staff for the Public Health
Council to get us sone rosters. So |'ve got

i nformation on the original three nenbers, but now
that we have seven nenbers it's really tine to put
a roster together so we all know who each of us
are and how to talk to each other.

So if the departnent could work on that, |
woul d greatly appreciate that.

DR. FI SHER: Thanks, Paul.

W w |l absolutely do that, and | would
appreciate if everyone sends the enail address
that you would |like to be with that roster.

And | would say the roster is for internal
di stribution, so please put an enmail address and a
phone nunber if you want to, and we w || put that
together and get it out before the next neeting.

MR. ROVAN. Thank you very nuch

One other itemthat | have, and that is
the list of dates for the Council neetings.

There is a published list that was sent

out | guess early in the year -- or actually, it
m ght have been sent out |ast Decenber, |'m not
sure -- but we've been adhering to it, and that's
okay.

The next day listed is May 8th, foll owed
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by June 12th, followed by July 10th, foll owed by
August 14th, foll owed by Septenber 11th.

Septenber 11th is Patriots Day. |Is that a
State holiday? | think it is.

DR. FISHER: We don't think so, but we'll
check it.

MR. ROVAN: Ckay. | don't have a problem
with the date for nme, but | don't know if it
affects other people, especially the State folks.
So if we need to change that, just let nme know and
let all of us know.

The other date change that is right after
that is Cctober 10th -- and that's due to a
holiday conflicting with a date that woul d have
normal |y been held -- and Novenber 13th and
Decenber 11t h.

Those are the dates, and so now you have
it for the mnutes and you can pick themup from
t here.

Okay. Mdtion to close to the public.

Sorry, | forgot to do that.

MR, CENSULLO  Mbti on.

ROVAN:  Second?
SAN FI LI PPO  Yes.

2 33

ROVAN: Roll call to cl ose.
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M5. RIVERA: M ckey G oss?

MR, GROSS: (No audi bl e response.)

M5. RIVERA: Dennis San Filippo?

MR. SAN FI LI PPO  Yes.

M5. RIVERA: Richard Censull 0?

MR, CENSULLO  Yes.

M5. RIVERA: Paul Roman?

MR. ROVAN:  Yes.

M5. RIVERA: Carol Chanberl ain?

MS. CHAMBERLAI N Yes.

M5. RIVERA: Stephanie Carey?

M5. CAREY: Yes, close public comment.
M5. RIVERA: Suffiyah Webb?

DR WEBB: Yes.

MR, ROVAN. Ckay. Last item just fromne

to the staff.

| plan to make contact with Dr. Fisher and
Comm ssioner Persichilli and take the invitation
that the Conmm ssioner had extended to ne
conti ngent on whether | was going to be the chair
or not.

| do want to neet with the key players and
di scuss the future of the Council and sone ideas
that we have, that they have, and see where all of

this is going so that we have sone synergy and
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sone col | aboration and not have to be ni pping at
each other in any way, shape or form

|"mvery pleased and privileged to be in
this role. 1'lIl try to do a darn good job.

And with that, unless sonebody has
anything fromthe nenbers of the Council, 1"l
entertain | notion to adjourn.

Does anybody have anything el se?

MR. CENSULLO  Yeah, Paul. The vote to
make you chairman was just not a vote to nake you
chairman. It was a vote of support, a vote of
support by all of us.

So at any tine if you need any one of us
or multiple nunbers of us, please don't hesitate.
W're here to help. W're all here for the sane
m ssion, and we'd like to serve and help. | think
it benefits everybody.

So we're one team one purpose, one
di rection, one mssion, and working with a great
Commi ssioner and a great staff. W're very
fortunate and very bl essed.

So, Paul, | want to wi sh you the best of
| uck, and pl ease count on our support.

MR. ROVAN: Thank you very much, Rich.

MR. SAN FI LI PPO.  Paul, that goes ditto
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for ne.

adj our n.

VR.

ROVAN:  Thank you, Dennis.

| see all the heads shaking. Thank you.

At this point I'll entertain a notion to
MR. CENSULLO  Mbtion.

MR. SAN FI LI PPO.  So noved.

MR. ROVAN. And, Rich, you're secondi ng?
MR. CENSULLO | second that, yes.

MR. ROVAN: Roll call.

M5. RIVERA: M ckey G oss?

MR, CGROSS:  Yes.

| was nmuted before, | apol ogi ze.

IO 500 DD DD DD

RI VERA: Dennis San Filippo?
SAN FI LI PPO  Yes.

RI VERA: Richard Censul | 0?
CENSULLO.  Yes.

Rl VERA: Paul Roman?

ROVAN:  Yes.

Rl VERA: Carol Chanberl ai n?
CHAMBERLAI N:  Yes.

Rl VERA: St ephani e Carey?

CAREY: Yes.
RI VERA: Suffiyah Webb?
V\EBB: Yes.
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M5. RIVERA: W can adj ourn.

Have a good day.

MR. ROVAN. Ckay. Thank you

(The neeting concluded at 12:04 p.m)

BURNESS
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

|, Janice D. Burness, a Certified Court
Reporter and Regi stered Professional Reporter, do
hereby certify that | appeared at the tine and
place first hereinbefore set forth, that I
reported the entire proceedings had at said tine
and place, and that the foregoing constitutes a
true, correct, and conplete transcript of the

pr oceedi ngs.
Janice D. Burness

Certified Court Reporter
NJ #30X100225900

0 D Buwnsos

Certifie urt Reporter, License 30Xl 00225900

Regi st ered Professional Reporter

Dated: April 21, 2023
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